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Independence-Throughout the year! 


Dene Reader, 


Taam sure you celebrated Independence Day just as 
any other child, Ina probability there wasa flag hoisting 
ceremony in your school, followed by distribution of sweets 
nd tiny national lags to be pinned on to your shin. 

You came home and spent the day watching TY, play- 
ing and even did some homework! End of Independence 
Day, period! You will take me by surprise if you say that 
your Independence Day was different, Most of our lead- 

¢rt00 follow the same pattern, The 
only difference isthat they do the flag 
hoisting while we watch and they 
‘make the speech and we listen! 





Tadependence Day should notbe 
restricted to August 15th, lam not 
refering to the holiday. What | mean 
is that independence should be en- 
joyed throughout the year, and dure 
ingevery single day of our lives. That 

isreal independence. 

To obtain this, there must be maximum freedom forthe 
citizen and minimum government controls, Ofcourse law 
and order must be maintained, taxes levied and infra struc~ 
ture development activities must be attended toby the gov- 
ernment. But we should not feel dependent on the govern 
‘ment and neither should the government interfere in out 
day today affairs 





Freedom means doing your duties before talking about 
‘your rights. Italso includes freedom of expression, free 
{dom from want, nurturing the traditional values of our 
culture, education and job opportunities forall. 

We have along way to go before we achieve all these. 
As our President Abdul Kalam said in his Independence 
Day message, let us first develop our nation and put on 
hholdall other issues which act asa stumbling block in reach- 
ing this goa. 





- Editor 
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congratulations! 








PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


Ankita Shreeram of Holy An- 
gels School, Mumbai, has received 
the maximum number of partici- 
pation certificates for the year 
July 2002 to June 2003, She has 
received 10 certificates and will re- 
ceive a set of books from us as a 
special prize. 

On behalf of all Gokulam read- 
ers we congratulate Ankita and 
wish her great success. 








This is what Ankita has t0 say 





Dear Editor, 

It was a great surprise to know that 
Thave collected the maximum number 
of participation certificates for this 
year, I have always enjoyed writing 








SPECIAL PRIZE 


field, 1 thank 
Gokulam for 
giving me the 
‘opportunity to 
exhibit my’ tale 
entandalso my 
teachers and 
parents for en 
couraging me 
to write, My 
birthday falls in September and this is 
the best birthday gift I've ever re~ 
ceived! I've been reading Gokulam for 
the past three years and this wonder 
ful magazine has made growing - up 
‘much more pleasurable. 





Yours truly, 

Ankita Shreeram, Std. 
Holy Angels High School, 
Mumbai 





Dear children, 

This special prize offer continues 
for this year too! Send in your contri- 
butions, You wil receive participation 
certificate from us if your contribution 
|s published. At the end of the one year 
periad ending June 2004, the person 
with most number of participation 
centificates will receive a special prize, 
| collect and keep your certificates care- 











fully, Wish you goodluck! 
Editor 
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Congratulations, Upasona 
Samanta! You win the prize 
amount of Rs.50/- this time. 


- Editor 


Once upon a time, Lord 
Kartikeya challenged Lord 
Ganesha to a race to which 
Ganesha readily agreed. 

While Kartikeya sped off 
on his beautiful peacock, 
Ganesha kept tumbling off his 
mouse! He had such huge 
stomach, which shook so 
much, that he found it diffi- 
cult to ride on the small 
mouse! He was in great dis- 
comfort 

Ganesha pulled down a 
snake hanging from a branch 
of a nearby tree and 
tied it around his 
waist to stop the 
shaking. This too had no 
effect. He once again fell sideways. 








‘The moon, who had been watch- 
ing Ganesha struggle, laughed at him. 
At this, Ganesha became very angry 
“How dare you laugh at me. moon! 
Your beauty makes you very proud. 
From now, you won't have it any- 




















So saying, a furious 
broke a piece 
off his right tusk 
and hurled it at the 
moon. 

The moon lost its 
light, and the earth be- 
came totally dark. 





The Gods were 
very upset. They re- 
quested Lord Ganesha 
to forgive the moon. Kind-hearted 
Ganesha readily agreed. But now, he 
could only make ammendments to the 
curse! 
Ganesha thought for a while and 
spoke to the moon 
“For the first fifteen days beginning 
today, you will slowly regain your glitter, 
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but for fifteen days thereafter, you will ing of the moon happens till 
‘once again fade. Thiscycle will goon for today! 


ever and will teach you to be less arro- - Upasona Samanta, Std VI, 

gant” ‘St.Michael’s School, 
Itis thus, that the waxing and wan- Durgapur 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 'PATHRI' 












Ganesh is mentioned in Ayurvedic 
‘Chaturthi is the scripts that all these herbs 
only festival during | which are used for pooja, 


\ help in curing these 


ailments. 

For example, 
‘Arkapathram’ (calotropis) 
cures Asthma, ‘Bilwa’ 
helps in relieving intestinal 


which we use 
“Pathri’, ic, dif- 
ferent kinds of 
leaves and herbs | 
for pooja. But very 
few people know 


why we do so. Our problems and ‘Kapitham’ (elephant apple) 
great sages suggested this for the _curesacidity. 
sake of our health! While performing pooja, we breathe the 


Ganesh Chaturthi is celebrated _airthat passes through the leaves of these me~ 
during the rainy season,when dicinal plants. 
mostailments likecold, cough, fe- _Thus Lord Ganesha blesses us not only with 
ver, intestinal disorders, asthma _ right mind and wealth but also good health, 








and acidity and other viral and ~ P. Sai Deepak, Std VI, 
bacterial diseases are prevalent. It Sainik School, Korukonda 
budding chef SPICY BREAD UPMA 
Ingredients: 


Bread slices -5 (crushed), Onions -2 (finely chopped), 
Potato - 1, Capsicum - 1, Green chillies - 2, Coarsely 
ground nuts ~ 2 tsp (cashew, badam etc.) Oil- 2 tsp, 
Salt- to taste, A pinch of turmeric and ¥¢ a lemon 
Method : 
Heat ol and fry the onion. After it turns transluscent, 
add the chopped potato, capsicum and green chilies. 
‘Add salt and turmeric powder. Cook for afew minutes, 
sprinkling water if necessary. 

Add the crushed bread slices and nuts. Mix well. Remove from fire. Garnish with 
Coriander leaves and juice of half a lemon. 

= FORAM DESAl, 15yrs, P.G. Garodia English High School, Mumbai 
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__star rendezvous 





RT, Usha, the 
undisputed Queen 
of Indian Athtet- 


ics, has made a 

substantial contribu 

tion to India’s Athletic movement. 
She has become an icon, a 

trendsetter for women athletes in 

India, She is still sprinting 

stronges. 





PT. Usha answers... 


© K.U, Suhas, Mysore 

In your view, what is the secret 
behind being a good sprinter? 

Sprint is a quality, which is there 
from birth, We can polish this quality 
by systematic training, patience, hard 
work, mental strength, will power, 
Killer instinct and above all with the 
grace of God. These are the secrets 
of a good sprinter. 


© Michael Ranjit Singh, 
Chennai 
Being a wife 
and a mother 
now, how do you 
find time to 
practice athlet- 
ies? 
Now, I 





have 









completely stopped 
participating — in 
competitive athletics 
In my native place, I 
have started a sports 
school. | provide the children with 
free education as well as systematic 
training, I also work in the Indian 
Railways as an officer. If you have the 
will you ean achieve anything 











¢ Suresh Ambi, Trichy 
Was it your ambition to become 
an athlete? How did you do this? 
irst of all, U think it was a 
duty given to me by Almighty. 
Secondly, my parents were very 
much interested in. sending me to a 
sports school, Thirdly, every year. my 
aim was to break existing records, For 
that, did lot of hard work with dedication, 

discipline, devotion and honesty. 











Suresh Kumar, 
Coimbatore 
What were your 
aspirations asa 
young girl? How did 
you achieve this 


















cham 
Lachieved 
wanted to be 
champion! When | 
achieved the same 





wanted to be an 
Olympic medallist 
But luck did not 
favour me. | 
missed the 
bronaemedal 


Pelure courtesy. "The Hic 





owe by 1/100th of a 

Se second in the Los 
Angeles Olympicsin 
1984 Still, hope to 
achieve thisambition 
through the younger 
generations and 
through my uncles 
T.V.Narayanan and 
‘T.V.Sreedharan. 

T achieved this 
much only because 
of my sincerity and hard work. 





© M. Sowmya, Chennai 

Who inspired you to enter the 
field of athletics? 

My father( late), E.P.M.Paithal 


@ Abhishek H. 
Maharashtra 

Besides stamina, sheer dedica- 
tion and immense hard-work, 
what other things are required to 
become an_ athlete? 

Self-confidence, killer instinct i 
competitive athletics and the 
blessings of God 


Nair, 





© Gayatri Nair, 
Maharashtra 

How did you 
start off as an ath- 
lete? 

When I passed my 
Vilth standard, the 
Kerala government 
had, for the first time 
started a sports 





school. I got selected. From here, I 
moved ahead in my career as an 
athlete. 


© B. Santosh, Hubli 
For how many hours do you 
exercise everyday ? 
I practice for nearly 6 hours. 


© G. Raghul Vasan, Chennai 

1am a basketball player in my 
school. What is your personal ad- 
vice for a sportsman with respect 
to: 


a) The diet system? 

b) The manner of exercise 
and 

¢) Building mental and physi- 
cal strengths? 

(A) Eat your food in time. Include 
lot of vegetables and fruits in your 
diet and drink lots of water. 

(B) Be systematic, consult a good 
coach or an experienced athlete. 

(C) By doing yoga and by competing 
With equal runners you can build mental 
strength and you can improve your 
physical strength by doing physical 

exercises. 

Above all, be 
patient. Have clear and 
definite aims, With 
whatever facilities you 
have, put in hard work. 
‘You may come across 
many hurdles. Don't be 
disheartened, try again 
and again, and you will 
be the winner one day. 











letter box 








INTERESTING 


2 The *Gajendra Moksha’ 
illustration drawn by Padmavasan 
‘on the cover page of the August 
issue was simply superb, My son 
Chandru, whois 2% yrs old, loves 
to hear that story at bedi 
and to see the illustrations too! 
Congratulations to Supriya and the 
antist. 





~TS.Balasubramanian, 
‘Tirunelveli 
021 The ‘August’ issue Was a mixture 
ofiinteresting facts. The case files was very 
interesting, and the comic serial *kid- 
rapped’ was thrilling. 
~B. Ragothaman, Chennai 
2 nead the August issue forthe first 
¢. enjoyed it very much. 
~ G. Sasidhar, Nellore 
© Prior to purchasing GOKULAM, 
Teouldn’t read English books or maga- 
zines fluently. GOKULAM hasenhanced 
‘my reading habit and my English has im- 
. GOKULAM is a precious 
children’s magazine, 
- Kauntugi Dhana 
Solapur, Maharashtra 
alike the career guidance column 
as I feel it really helps the students to 
choose their career according to their 
interest. 
Neeraj S. Kallimani, Belgaum 











ARTICLES! 





04 1am a regular reader of 
the Tamil edition of GOKULAM, 
Recently, I became a subscriber of the 
English edition too, 1 liked all the 
articles in the July issue. Leven gota 
pen friend from Orissa through 
GOKULAM. 








82) According to my sister and me 
GOKULAM isa very good magazine 
‘The *Child Labour’ drama, the story 
Firstrule of Business’ and “Por their deeds, 
‘of Valour’ were excellent in the August 
issue. 





-dyoti, Shimoga 
SIGOKULAM isthe best magazine 
Thave ever read. The contents are very 
informative an interesting, 
= Queena S. D'Souza Mangalore 
{52 The story “The Great Bird and the 
New Bird’ in the August issue was 
superb. I got a lot of information and 
enjoyment fromall thearticles. 
-V.P. Jayasree, Jamshedpur 
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“Children have 

come a long way in 

choosing the kind of clothes they want to 

wear! Believe it or not, parents respect this, 
choice! 

Brand consciousness is in! The pur- 
chasing power has gone up! Frequent di 
count sales and credit card explosions 
have a big role to play. 

Today, shopping is a well thought out, 
annual affair. Budgets are arrived at; re- 
id and sensible 
choic’s made. is time well 
spent together by families”, says Sures 
Partner, Rex Fashions, Chennai. 






















ORTHAT? 
hich one, be 
‘take both, mummy!" 


Sorry! There's budget only for one!” 
‘Ok! The striped one then!” 


- Devesh 


SHOPPING ALONE! 
Hey! these faded jeans are 
perfect! Its hot! 
Thrilling, isn't it, shopping on our 
own for the first time!” 





ADDED ATTRACTIONS! 





“If Tm lucky, dad will get one of these 
for me.” 





Vishwanath 








vi, 


| | 
A‘REWARDING? WAIT! 

‘Pm bored! Hmm... Guess I've 

to wait tll mom finishes with Kevin, 


PHL get my frock anyway! 
- Sharon 


b) “You a 
Haj my dress and (Il 
choose you 








wow! 
“Fashion for me means we 
clothes, lam greatly in 
selection, We even exe 
short top for my birthday! Gl 
formal 
bands, 










* cover page courteny Rex Fashlonsy Chena 





BHAYANKAR SINGH 
Story : S. Shrikrishnan, Std X, Vanavani Matric.Chennal_ 
Mlustrations: PILLAL vee 



















hoyonkr Sigh wos © 
rus Hon, He ws fod 
nly frit rd nt since 
iscidhood. He gr up 
tobe owek on wih no 
hung ski. One dy. 











Bhayakar Singh was he Tres. We Fel very 
sad, upset ond ln. 
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Hota the elephant came by ond saw Munna Wing stil 


How dare you bot up that 
il own? Wot lush 
‘your bones. 


But, Munna fined with feo, 


[ae 
‘Oh! Why did he gat 
scared! | was only 











1 did't do enting. 
just went near hin 
‘and be fied. 
Aeleverne. 















ota wes not convinced. He) 


Took, Munna i fine. Tidn't do 
Jadvanced on Bhayonkar ( 


‘anything to him. | told hg | was only 
c 














Singh, Js then, it Began to | 7 nN ing 
cn. ind. 
VR 7 

4 


i ¢ 






E a 
‘What's happening? 
‘am so confused. 


ut 








Sure, but ets ind Munno’s 
> parent fist 


Ny 


(casey sien | hag Ba 


suipaced you: Ho seems) / con you please tll me all 
ih cou ores ifeond feoch 
a Sm bow hunt? 


















Sosaig theres of hem elt os frends 
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Name: J.L. Radhakrishna 

Age: 19 

‘Address: No. B-27, NAL Staff Qts, 
opp. Manipal hospital, Airport 
Road, Kodihally, Bangalore - 17 

Hobbies: Singing, compos- 
ing songs, listening to music, 
swimming, karate, playing volley- 
ball 


Name: Anup Kumar Lath 
Age:16 
Address:S/o, Mr. Motilal Lath, 
C/5, S.B. Market complex, 
Bargarh 768 028, (Orissa) 
Hobbies: Making penpals, play- 
ing cricket and table-tennis, collect- 
ing stamps and coins, swimming ete. 


Name: G. Pravallika 

Age! 14 

Address: No, 11, Arani Gangan 
St, Old Washermenpet, Chennai 
600 021. 

Hobbies: Drawing & Painting, 
singing, Reading books, making new 
friends, 


Name: Rajiv.P 
Age: 16 
Address: S/o, P.V, Srinivas Rao, 
DSC, Palam 3 wing Airforce, New 
Delhi - 110 007, 


v 
Twant to $ 






Aleter.-. 


Hobbies: Singing, dancing, doing 
mimicry, playing cricket, basket ball, 
badminton, reading Gokulam 
and other books, making pen 
friends. 


Name: R. Srinivasan 

Age: 11 

Address: No. 53, Melpatti 
Ponnapan Street, Vyasarpadi, 
Chennai 600 039. 

Hobbies: Playing, watching TV, 
reading Gokulam, playing cricket. 


Name: R. Lakshmi 
Age: 8 
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Address: No. 53, Melpatti 
Ponnapan Street, Vyasarpadi, 
‘Chennai 600 039. 

Hobbies: playing 
hide and seek, watch- 
ing TV etc, 


Name: S.Vidya 

Age: 14 

Address: 77/13, B.C. Road 
Behala, Kolkata 700 034. 

Hobbies: Painting, listening to 
music, reading books, watching TV, 
playing cricket, 


Name: R. Gowri Manohari 

Age: 14 

Address: T-3/32, Raasi Enclave, 
48th Avenue, Ashok Nagar, Chennai 
600 083, 

Hobbies: Collecting stamps, 
coins and leaves, singing, dancing, 
reading mystery stories and making 
friends, 


Name: K. Shreyas 

Age: 8 

‘Address: H -91/8, Ordnance Es- 
tate, Ambarnath, Maharashtra 
421 502 

Hobbies: Reading books, draw- 
ing and painting, writing letters 
to my cousin brothers, 
watching TV. 


Name: 

|. Pratyusha 

Age: 15 

Address: H.No. 15-8-417/1, 
Feelkhana, Hyderabad 500 012. 

Hobbies: Playing Carrom, read- 
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v 


& ing, writing articles and 
eating. 


Name: Satya Jayan 

Age: 13, 

Address: B-5, 601, Janaki Safal 
Complex, Sector - 19A, Nerul, Navi 
Mumbai 400 708. 

Hobbies: Watching TV, reading 
books, cycling playing badminton 


Name: RM. Alagappan 

Age: 15 

Address: 165/3, Golden Jubilee 
Flats, Padikuppam Road, Anna 
Nagar West, Chennai 600 040, 

Hobbies: Singing, listening to mu- 
sic, philately, playing guitar, reading 
books, cycling, painting, playing 
outdoor games and computer 
games 


Name: Sange Tsering Tgn(R) 
Age: 14 
‘Address: C/o, Shri Rinchin Dorjee 
Tan, P/o. Rupa, West Kameng Dist. 
Arunachal Pradesh 
790 003. 

Hobbies; Chit 
chatting, making 
friends, singing, playing 
and listening to music. 








Name: Gagan A. Kamble 
Age: 13 

Address: C-487. lInd Sector, Opp. 
Sampath Bhavan, Kudremukh 
877 142. 

Hobbies: Driving car, seeing car- 
toon and reading adventure stories 
like Robinhood. 


jokes 





Laugh with us... 


Mother: Stop fighting, will you? 
You must learn to give and 
take. 

Rishi: We did, mom! 
He took my toy and 
so | gave him a 
whack! 

-Vishal 
Chopra, 
Std VIII, 

D.C. Model 
School, 
Ferozepur, Punjab 
Mother: Why are you doing your 
sums on the floor? 
Nisha :You told me 
todo them without us- 
ing the table! 
2 +C. Nishanti, 
Stall, 
Indian 
Airlines 

Ideal 
School, 
Mumbai 


Za 


/ 


DE 

Income Tax Officer : You should 
pay your taxes with a smile. 

Ms.Vimonisha : I've tried that 

several times but everytime they 

insist on cash! 
- Saptarshi Banerjee, 
Std IX,Thane 





> 


Mukesh: I've been waiting at 
this table for over an 
hour now! 
Waiter: Oh! 
That's nothing, 
ve been 
ing at 
this table for 
over ten 
years now! 
=K.Siddharth, 
Std IX, 
‘SBOA Matric, Coimbatore 














Inspector : Don't you feel 
ashamed when 
you pick a pocket? 

Bondu : Of 
course, | do. 

) When the 
2 pocket happens 
to be empty! 

-K.Janaranjani, 

Std IX, 

GRT 

Mahalakshmi 
Vidyalaya, Chennai 
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HIDDENNAMES =om([s[r[ole[«lyla[r[ol es 
4 efefrfofefy[u[w]zfe[a 

Names often cartoon eharac= 
tersare hidden inthis grid, Findthem! | | tL e[w]@]+|w]e[a [el] o 
elefefol[ulefole[s|s|x 

IDENTICAL BUT 

NOT TWINS ofsfefefelefu[rfofalny 
Ramya met wo girls ata party.| 11% | ¥] vf fy} ec] y |e y 
who looked identical. Sheaskedthem {]} elo] olulolulolyte 

\whether they were twins. One of them 
replied, “We were born at the same | |X| v[e] Re] x] olo|x|e 
time, same day, samemonthand year >] e{alelylelelelolyta 

to the same parents. But we are not 
twins.” How is this possible? s{efelutely[efolu| rly 
-M.Vinodh, Sankarankovil x [vy [ofufslyl[el oly {ufo 









































A CHALLENGE! 


‘Can you arrange 


=P. Lavanya, Std VIIL, Thane (W), 


Maharashtra 





the numbers Ito 11 in 
the circles shown so 
that the total of the]. Taj Express 
numbers along any 


2, Malwa Express 
straight line is 18. 


4, Kerala Express 
5. Rajdhani Expr 
6, Chetak Expres 








3. Kamataka Express 





IV. MATCH THE TRAIN ROUTES 


New Delhi - Bhopal - Indore (a) 
New Delhi Trivandrum (b) 
Delhi - Udaipur (c) 
New Delhi - Bhuvaneshwar (d) 
New Delhi - Gwalior (e) 
New Delhi - Bangalore (1) 
P. Deiva Prabhu, Std LX, 
Sainik School, Coimbatore, 














R. Jhansi, Std VIII, B.V. Reddy 8.S.School, Chittor, 
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V. ‘THE FIRSTS’ 


Use the clues given below and fill in 
the grid to discover the name ofthe first 
‘Woman Govemor of India. 


Indian cosmonaut 

Indian woman to conquer 
Mt. Everest 

3. First woman IPS officer 














ANSWERS ON PA\ 














7. First Governor General of inde - 
pendent In 

8. First Chief Justice of Indian. 
supreme count 

9. First Indian commander - in-chief 
ofarmy. 

10. First Indian field Marshall 

11. First Indian to climb Everest. 

12, First Indian to climb Everest 
without oxygen. 

13, First Indian woman pilot. 





14. The first woman Governor of 
India. 

Jayashree.J, Std XI, 

Star Lions Matric H.S.S, Ayyampet, 
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story 





"When Salim came out of the school 
‘compound one evening, he saw a huge 
crowd gathered in front of a T.V. show- 
room. As he passed by. he saw a group 
of people seriously listening to the radio 
in front of a tea stall. The supermarket in 
his street was very erowded. People were 
‘buying large quantities of food supplies. 

‘Salim entered home witha puzzled look: 
onhis face. Inthe drawing room hiselder 
sister, Sadiya was watching the T.V. with 
a worried look. “Sadiya, I'm playing the 
Jead role in the school play. Will you help 
me in the costume work?" asked Salim. 

“There won't be any school from to- 
morrow, Salim” said Sadiya. ~ There is 
going to bea war. The Ameri- 
cans are going to launch 
military attack on our 
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DREAMS AND 


REALITY 


country in 48 hours.” “War! But why?” 
asked Salim in shock. “Because our presi 
dent and his sons refuse to leave Iraq!” 
said Sadiya turing off the television. 
Salim couldn't understand why some 
president of a foreign country was de- 
‘manding the ouster ofhis country's Presi- 
dent. 








Just then his parents entered carrying 
dozens of food supplies. Salim helped his 
mother to keep them in the store room. 
On the evening of the second day, the 
whole city was plunged into darkness as 
loud explosions rocked Salim's home- 
town. Terrorengulfed Salim ashe ranto 
his father’s arms, Air crafts 

‘were screaming inthe skies. 
All night bombs continued 
to rain on Salim’s home- 


town. Noone was able 
Z 
) 





tosleep. The terrify- 
ing noise slowly 
ceased as dawn ap- 
proached. In the 
‘morning Salim’s fa- 
ther opened the 
door. He saw smoke 
billowing in the distance 
One of his neighbours 
shouted, “Mohammad! 
Your brother's house has 


} 





R. Anjoo Sharon 


been accidentally hit by a missile 
last night.” Salim’ father pan- 
icked, He rushed to his brother's 
house which was in the next street. 
Salim followed him, Salim’s uncle and 
aunt had escaped with minor injuries. But 
their 16 year old only son, Hassan’s leg 
‘was badly wounded, Hassan was rushed 
to the hospital, On the way, Salim was, 
shocked to see one part of his school 
raved to the ground, 

The scene atthe hospital was disturb 
ing, There were many wounded people. 
Sounds of loud erying filled the ar."I'm 
afraid his leg has to be amputated,” said 
the doctor who examined Hassan 
Hassan’s father, wept profusely. Salim 
froze with shock. Hassan was the ace 
football player in his school and everyone 
expected him to make it to the national 
team ina few years. "But thereisstil hope. 
Ateam of doctors'Il be artiving from Ku- 
‘wait, Maybe they can help.” consoled the 
Doctor, 








Salim was grieved to see a 12 year 
old boy Abbas, who had lost both his 
arms, Salim was moved to tears when he 
leamtthatall the famity members of Abbas 
‘ere killed in the military attack. There 
‘was. shortage of food and medical sup- 
plies in the hospital, Someone shouted, 





“The U.S. marinesare distributing food 
packets.” Salim was not hungry but he 
‘wanted togetthe food packets for Hassan 
and Abbas. Salim followed the crow 
‘There wasa mad seramble forthe food 
packets. People were pushing and fight- 
ing with one another. Salim doubled ithe 
would be able to get the food packets. 
The erowd would simply crush him, He 
stood sadly and helplessly a short distance 


away. 











Meanwhile in U.S.A. a 10 year old 
boy named Peter and his mother were 
watching CNN news channel nervously, 
Peter's father was a U.S. marine in the 
3rd infantry division. There had been re- 
ports that 2 unidentified U.S. marines from 
the 3d infantry division were killed. CNN 
‘was showing ‘live’ the footage of U.S, 
‘marines distributing humanitarian aid tothe 
Iragi civilians. Peter saw a boy of his age 
standing away from the crowd. The boy 
looked tired. Peter felt sorry for the boy. 
Peter prayed that the boy should receive 
a food packet. 

Peter's father Thomas watched the 
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crowd, His repeated pleas asking the 
crowd to form a queue were ignored. 
His eyes fell on Salim. “He must be of 
Peter's age”, thought Thomas, Thomas 
gave 3 food packets and 2 bottles of water 
toastunned Salim, 


(CNN showed ‘live’ the scene of Tho- 
‘mas giving food supplies to Salim. “It’s 
Daddy!" sereamed Peter with great joy. 
His mother wept joyfiully. Peter was also 
happy that the poor boy had finally re- 
ceived the food supplies. 





Satim thanked Thomas. A Red Cross 
van driver eame over and asked Thomas 
ifthere wasanyone who could direct him 
tothe different hospitals which were in the 
city. Salim, who understood English, im- 
mediately volunteered to show the way. 
‘Thomas asked the driver to take Salim 
within, 
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‘When they reached the hospital. Salim 
helped the staffat the hospital to store the 
‘medicines and food supplies. Salim spent 
2 few minutes with his cousin Hassan, ask- 
ing him to be brave, 

“Where is Abbas?” asked Salim ied 
father. “His condition has worsen: 
they have own hi to Kuwait pled 
his father. 








Trwas midnight, when Salim reached 
home and went to bed. Once again the 
sounds of missiles and bombs filled the 
air. But these ear - shattering sounds were 
notable to stop Salim from dreaming. 

Inhis dream, Salim saw himself stand 
ing on the stage, receiving the award for 
the Best Actor from the chief - guest on 
the school day function, He eould hear 
the sound of applause. 

Next, he sees his cousin Hassan play’ 
ing football with zeal, The erowa was on 
their feet cheering wildly as Hassan scores 
the winning goal, Hassan’s team wins the 
match and his team mates carry Hassan 
‘on their shoulders around the ground. 
Salim runs behind them cheering his 
‘cousin. In his dream Salim could also see 
Abbas waving tohim. 

‘When Peter went to bed, he too had 
dream. Inhisdream, he saw himself and 
his father building sandcastles on the 
beach. He could hear the sound of the 
roaring sea. Then his father taught him to 
bat well ina baseball game. Peter smiled 
hissleep, when he heard his father tell- 
inga funny story to him and his mother. 

‘Then Salim and Peter shared the same 
dream. They dreamt that the war was over: 
andneveragain would itraiseits ugly head. 





artformsmanformsart 





A YARN 


When I did a project with weaving 
as asked for by the British Council, 1 
realised What it takes to weave a fabric 
and what an incredible machine the loom 
is 

| saw how defily the weaver fed the 
yarns into the weft, how the knots were 
done according to the designs, how the 
weights were tied for the borders and 
how the weaver sat in the pit loom 
pedallingaway! 





A meter of cloth was to be woven 
with the British Council logo inthe centre 
fit Itwas to be sent to the UN women’s 


TO WEAVE! 
V.R.Devika 


conference in Beijing. [talked toa weaver 
from Ami, place known for its kind of 
silk, about the weaving of this cloth and 
itsdesign 





Since we did not havea building to 
work in, we had to make do by fixing 
the loom in the sandy soil near the sea 
The breeze nearly blew the loom away 
and then he had to feed hundreds of yar 
into the weft, The women here, whom we 
hired to help, 2n know how to, 
wind yam! The weaver from Ami became 
very frustrated since weaving is an 
unconscious learning in the Weaver's 





ure Courtesy: 
sas Craft Foundation 
















aa author’ sreqees' § — Tomake it beautiful, they stitched 
tothe zs, there were little beads around the circle and made 
ist of Arts Th young = some Kolam designs with 
lists. from OW” © Lists _embroidery. We went toa ilk cloth 
comprehen ash, shoptogetaredsilk backcloth. 
R.Satyapr’ The meter of cloth thus woven, 





3 wasdisplayed in the village along 
‘S_ withastreet play onthe importance 
of women's education. It was then 
sent to China to become part of 
the UN women’s conference exhibit and 
gota special commendation! 








satyaprakash! 


community to which they are exposed 


since childhood and become experts! Tas sound 


adapted was the Jamdani technique! 
Jamdanialso must have originated in one 
‘of those desperate moments! But the cloth 
made by the women of Muttukadu near 
Chennai was 


‘To get the design in the middle of 
the cloth was very carefully managed 
He sat in the middle and pulled the 
weft. Two women sat on either side 
and made a square with needle and 
thread as he pulled the 
weft. This meant that 
the remaining portions 
of the cloth had only the 
vertical yarn, The 
women made nine circles 
in brown and gray in the 
rectangular piece they 
wove with the weaver. 



















rather coarse and crude. 
Ifyou look at some of the 
Daccai Jamdani saris 
‘wovenin West Bengal, you 
will catch your breath in 
‘wonderment! 





Daceai Jamdani is 
distinguished from its 
mutant cousins by its very 















fine texture resembling 
rmuslinand the elaborate 
and ornate workman- 
ship. 

In Bangladesh, 
weavers use fine 





gyptian cotton, while 









Jamilani with its splash of multi- 

coloured linear or floral motifs, 
sprinkled generously all over the 
body and border and crowned with 
an exquisitely designed, elaborate 
pallu isa feast for the eyes! 

The Daceai Jamdaniis woven 
painstakingly by hand on the old 
the Indian weavers use fashioned Jala loom, and it may take 
only indigenous raw material, While the _eVerup to one year to weave a single 
original Bangladeshi sari is almost Sari! It feels supple to the touch and 
invariably on a beige background, the _ drapes gently to reveal the contours of the 
Indian weavers are a little more wearer 











‘Weaving is indeed a master eraft of 
ly its pride! 


urous in their choice of colour 
schemes, India and defini 


Glossary 
gossamer - an extremely delicate, thin, light fabric AM. 
warp - the set of yarns placed lengthwise in the loom, 


crossed by and interlaced with the waft, forming the 
lengthwise threads in a woven fabric. 5 

weave - to interlace yarn so as to form a fabric or 
material 

welt - weave running In and out of the warp in @ 
horizontal direction, thus filling the gaps. 

yarn - thread made of natural or synthetic fibres. wary By Filling 
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Early next morning 


Tarun found @ piece of paper 








Story & 
Ilustrations: 


Crondpol Where ore 








nied 


Wi 
NIL! 














ur boss will skin 
us alive 


else this time, Not 
these men, 
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Don't worry! Wel elp you find the oldman. Our 
‘medicine man wil 


s Yad 








Well have to leave right | 
‘way, They couldn't have ] gj 
gone for. 


Proceed South. The goddess 
ofthe forest will be 
with you 











Bill! We must escape from here. 
We must find that old man, 


‘Con't make head or toil of what 
this note meons, 


Do you think i refers to this bottle 
of madicine we sow inside the 


Teed! 
Maybe you're ight 
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Please uncle! 


Just a 


What if | took some of these 
pills? What do you think will 
happen? 











Jom sure taking one 
pil wil couse no harm, 


Dy ee 
Meanwhile, Bill and his companion had 

escaped. Let's coll 
eZ the boss, 

At Whey / 

ff ——", 7 


O 































Fools! One of our men ~—, 
hiding in the village is bringing y) 
the old man to me. Just get back) 
You nuts. | could’ trust 4) 
you better! 
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Tne Akash drew the jeep to. halt. 


Our boss is too Torun was quick to toke a few pills 


clover, mon! 






‘Akash ond Tvesa stood Tlabbergosted 05 
Tarun completely disappeore 
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case file-3 








CASE OF THE 
DOCTOR'S DEATH 


Ramshekar approached the recep- 
tionist in the nursing home. He asked, “Is 
Dr.Raj Kumaravailable?” 

“Yes,” she said. “But, ashe is going to 
attend a wedding, heis going to cut short 
hisconsulting hours today. However, lam 
‘sure he will meet you. Please wait.” 

‘Atthat time her telephone rang. 
‘The receptionist lifted the receiver. 
‘Thenext minute she tumed pale. Sbe 
started running towards the cabin of 
the cardiologist, signalling to 
Ramshekar to follow her. 








‘The scene was definitely an un- | 
expected one, Dr, Raj Kumar was Ht 
lying ina pool ofblood. Hehadbeen || 


shot dead. 

Ramshekar immediately rang up 
the police. Then, he interrogated 
Sheela, personal assistant to the doc: 
{or, tonarrate what had happened earlier 
on. 

In a shaking voice, Sheela 
obliged."A tall man withalong 
beard and an overcoat ap- 
proached the doctor a few min- 
‘tes ago. I didn’t recognise see- 
ing this man earlier at this nursing 
home. It seemed that he was suffer- 
ing from sore throat, as he could 
speak very litleand that too with dif- 
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ficulty. His voice was hoarse, He said that 
‘of late he had been experiencing chest 
pain. Dr. Raj Kumar wanted to first check 
his blood pressure. But since the instru- 
ment with him was not functioning prop- 
erly, he requested me to bring another one, 
I went to the nursing home office and 




















KRISHNA NURSING HOME 


Krishna Raj Neurologist 
Raj Keshav 
Kamesh Agarwal 
Raj Kumar 

Vinodh Menta 


Kamata Atun 





Cardiologist 
Pathologist 





Srinivas 





‘brought another one, But when [retumed, 
I found the doctor dead and the patient 
gone.” 





On asking further question 
ar ascertained that Sheela had 
‘not moved anything in the 
room and as of that mo- 












them, Ramshekar, 
the receptionist and 


‘ment, only the three of 


G.S.S. 


Sheela were aware of the doctor's end. 

Ramshekar was lost in thought 
Overcoat, long beard, hoarse voice 
Surely, the killer used these to conceal 
hisidentty 

Ramshekar rushed out of the room. 
He hastened towards the entrance 
Where he saw a tall person. His clumsy 
behaviour caught Ramshekar’s atten: 
tion, Ramshekar decided to take a 
chance, He confronted the man with the 
question, “Do you know that Dr. Raj 
has be wminutes ago?” 




















‘The man replied in the negative and 

expressed shock 

hen Ramshekar introduced himself 
and ordered the tall man to wait tll the 
police arrived. On hearing this, the man 
tured furious. 

“What do you mean by this? Do you 
suspect me? I have never been to a car- 
diologist before, My heart is a very 
strong one. You have no reason to sus- 

pect me.” 

But Ramshekar had a very strong 
reason to suspect the man, What 

+ wasit? 

Deduce. If you can't, 
| turn to page 39 for the 
| answer. 
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hello, doctor! 








NO ICE CREAMS! 
NO SOFT DRINKS! 


© G, Suresh Kumar, Coimbatore 

? While playing, many of my teeth 
broke. What will happen if !don'tattend 
10 it? For the broken teeth, can I fix 
duplicate teeth or not? 

! The broken teeth should be properly 
attended to, Suresh Kumar. If the root, 
of the tooth is broken, the whole tooth 
should be removed immediately and a 


’ 


denture fixed after sometime. Ifonly the 
crown portion is broken, it can be 
repaired well with or without a ‘root canal 
treatment’, If you do not attend to it, it 
‘may cause severe pain on pressing the 
teeth as well as while brushing, My 
advice is that you should consult a 
dentist recommended by your family 
doctor. 














© B,Santosh, Hul 
? Before we catch a cold, the throat 
begins o itch. Why? 
Cold isaresultof viral infection. The 
virus enters the body either through the 
mouth or the nose. Ifit affects the throat 
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first, the throat begins to 
itch, If it then ( 

the nose, then 

thenose begins 
tosneeze, 


a 


© PM. Sreelakshmi, 
Bangalore 
2 Sometimes our taste buds burn 
when we eat something very hot. How 
ccan this be cured? 

! This problem usually occurs ifthere 
isany uloeror erosion on 
the tongue, To 
over come 
this problem 
follow the 
preventive steps 
given formouth ulcers 
inthe next page. 





© S.Aarti, Trivandrum 

? Tam learning carnatic vocal 
music, What care should I take to 
preserve and protect my vocal cord and 
quality of my voice? 

! Give proper restto your voice while 
you are doing normal daytime activities 
‘Try not to shout when you are in noise 
polluted places, Talk when you get to a 
‘more quiet area. Take care to choose your 
food and drinks. Avoid very hot food and 
cold drinks, Ice cream and soft drinks are 














the foremost enemies of your vocal chords 
Don’t have them at any cost. Meditation 
~ and breathing 
== exercises will 

help to increase 

the quality of 

your voice. Gargling 

with salt water may 

prevent any 

infection from 

reaching the throat, 


© Syed Jahangir, Secunderabad 

? How are mouth ulcers caused and 
what precaution should be taken 10 
avoid it? 

! Mouth ulcers are caused by several 
factors. Uncleanliness of the mouth, 
nutritional deficiencies, food allergies, 
emotional stress, mechanical trauma, drug 
allergy, hormonal changes and infection 
cause mouth ulcers. 

Preven rush your teeth and 
clean the tongue regularly with soft 

toothbrushes and a tongue cleaner 
respectively. Using an 
antiseptic 

mouthwash 

could helpto heal 

‘mouth ulcers and 

prevent them from 

becoming infected. A. 

steroid lozenge or 


Or.G.Ganesan 


paste used under prescription may reduce 
the inflammation and soreness of mouth 
ulcers. Avoid foods that are hot, spicy, salty 
‘racidic, Add vegetablesand fruitsin your 
daily menu, Take vitamin and mineral 
supplements, which mainly include vitamin 
BI, B2, B6, B12, C, iron, folic acid, 
selenium and zinc, Undertake stress 
‘management techniques. 








© V. Bala Nachiappan, 
Hyderabad 

? Tam I4 years Qw 
‘old. I have tonsilitis, > 
problem. Lamshortfor 
‘my age too. I wish to know 
ifremoving my tonsits will 
give me protection from 
cold and make me grow 
tall? 

There isno relation 
between tonsillitis and 
your body height, Removir 
tonsils may give you protection from 
‘occurring recurrent infection inthe tonsils 
and the ears but it will nothelp inany way 
to increase your height, whic 
decided by your genes. 


Last date: 10th Sept 2003 
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‘wondrous the English language 








‘On the blackboard of the classroom 
ere written these lines clearly and boldly- 









She's new, she's young, she's full 
of fun 


Her classes are loved by everyone! 


‘Class seven was present five minutes 
carlier for the first period of the day- all 
waiting in breathless anticipation 
Everyone knew that ‘shy" Harini as she 
‘was called had written those lines and they 
were all awaiting Ms. Gayatri’s 
reaction. The teacher entered the classand 
found it silent and serious as though 
‘waiting for something to happen. They 
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— 
on 42 


ROOTS 


Were all staring at the blackboard. She 
tured round and read the lines about 
herself and faced the 
class and smiled, A 
Joud clapping of hands 
followed as the 
students realized that 
she was not displeased. 
“Your list of English 
\Words in the Tamil langua 
as she went round 
the class and collected the 
papers that were handed 
She 
never questioned the 
‘ones who didn’t give 
her any, Abhishek 
‘came up with the longest 
list. She looked at it and smiled. 








over to her. 


“Today I am going to talk to 
you more about words” 
tuming to the blackboard and writing 
ROOTS onit. 

The elass sat hack to listen, “Words,” 
Ms Gayatri said “are like people. Justas 
allofushavea common ancestor, justas 
allofusare elated, wordsarealso related 
and they spring fromacommonoot, like 
Latin or Greek. Once you see the root 
you will recognize that they are related.” 


she said, 





“The root 2” asked Abhishek. 

“Yes, the root. For instance, geo is a 
kind of root. It means the earth. You get 
words like geography (the study of the 
earth), geology (the study of the earth's 
crust), geometry (the study of the earth's 
structure), and so on, Another example 
‘bene means good and we have words ike 
benefit, benevolent, benediction, 
beneficiary and benefactor. And! will give 
you one more example before Task you 
questions. Viv means life. And we have 
‘words like vitamins, vital, vivid, vivacious 
and revive. Now, auto means self. Can 
yougivemeexamplesof words with their 
roots in auto?” 

‘The answers came thick and 
fast. 

“Autograph,” shouted Sheela 











Ss 


Radha Padmanabhan 


“Auto-rickshaw” 


“Autobiography” 
“Automatic, automobile” 
“Autopsy, autocratic and 
autonomy,” said Abhishek and Ms 








Gayatri noticed that he came up with 
the more difficult words. 


“Now take the word 
autobiography. Auto means self, bio 
means life, and graphy means writing. 
Ifyou recognise the roots you will 
see how the roots are joined to make 
a full word, Now, itis means 
inflammation. Can you give me 
examples of words with itis in them? 





Some Interesting Roots 
The Greek root bio means life. Words 


from this root are biology, biochemistry, 
biography... 


Claimis a Latin root. Words from this 


root are declaim, proclaim, exclaim... 


The Latin root corpus or corpo means 
body, flesh. Words from this root 
are corpuscl, corpulent, corporate, 
corporation... 

The Latin root cred means to 
believe. Words from this root are 
credit, credible, credential, discredit 


and incredible... 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Dear Readers, 

* You are most welcome to send 
in your contributions to Gokulam 
either by post or by e-mail 

Remember every contribution 
sent by you should give details of 

your - Name, Age, 
Class, Name and 
address of school, 
Residential ad- 
dress and a dec- 
laration stating 
that the contri- 
bution is your 
original cre- 
ation (if not, 
the source must 
be mentioned). 

However, we cannot guarantee 
that your contribution — will be 
published. It is also not possible 
for us to tell you when it will be 
published. But, if you require your 
contribution to be sent back to 
you on rejection, then you 
must enclose a self addr 

amped envelope. 


PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


You will receive a participation 
certificate from us if your contribu- 
tion is published. At the end of the 
one year period ending June 2004, 
the person with most number of 
participation certificates will receive a 
special prize. 
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Especially those used when 
you are ill?” 

The class was quick to 
answer—bronchitis, tonsilltis, 
meningitis and so on. Ms. Gayatri 
noticed that Hari, reported to be 
very mischievous, had not 
answered at all, 

“Hari? Give me one example,” 
she asked, 

“When the World Cup was on 
and my father and I watched 
cricket, day and night, for a 
month, my mother said that she 
was suffering from cricketitis,” 
he sai 





The whole class dissolved in 
laughter. And Ms, Gayatri enjoyed 
the joke as much as the class did 
and laughed along with them, 

“For work at home, I will give 
you four “roots” and you must 
‘rite down at least three words 
‘which have these roots, You may 
look up the dictionary for them, 
‘The roots are, 

grat from Latin meaning 
pleasing , grateful. 

Cent meaning one hundred. 

aud from Latin meaning to 
hear. 

Annu from Latin meaning 
year, 









Dear children, 

Ms. Gayatri’s class is 
yours too. You too can 
look up the words and 
write them down as your 
homework. 
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creative corner 








MAKE YOUR OWN 
GANESHA 


can make the Ganesha idol at home using 
clay, Itis both fun and Eco-friendly! Let's start at once! 

Materials Required: 

© Clay and water 

© 2-3 match sticks. 

(preferably the white wax 
coated type) 

‘© 2-3 slender bamboo sticks 
‘of 2mm thickness 

(One 6mm and the other 3mm 
infength) 

METHOD: 

Mixlay witha tle waterand 
make a thick dough (like for 








Sh 

















«of required size which servesas 
the seat ofthe Lord 

‘Step 2 (fig 2)- Make a round 
hall and place iton the centre of 





thecuboid. Thi sha'sbelly 

Step 3 (fig 3) - Make the 
right leg'L'shaped and foot hang 
ingdown so asto fit it across the 
belly. Flatten its end slightly t0 
resemble the foot. 

Step 4 (fig 4)- Fix the leg on 
the right side ofthe hell 





Step 5 (fig 5) -Leftleg 
is made just like the right 
leg except that itis a mir- 
ror image. The foot in this 
‘ease does not hang down, 
Flatten the foot. 

‘Step 6 (fig 6) - Fix iton 
Aside ofthe belly. 

Step 7 (fig 7) - Right 
hand must be made in *L? 
shape, with the palm flat- 
tened, This isthe ‘Abhaya 
Hastha’. Fix it on the up= 
perpart ofthe belly 

Step 8 (fig 8) - Left 
hand must be made in re= 
verse ‘L’ shape with the 
tip Mattened to make the 
left palm, Fix thistothe eft 
upper part of the belly. 
Make a litle round ball of 
clay (rice dumpling) and 
keep itonthe palm. 

Step 9 (fig 9) - To 
make the head - take a 
smaller piece of elay com- 
pared tothe belly, make a 
spherical ball fix itto the 





the 

















RiP 





md 














top of the belly. 

Step 10 (fig 10) - To 
make the trunk ~ Make an 
clongated and curved trunk 
and fix it to the centre of 
the head in front. 

Step 11 (fig 11) - To 
make ears - take (wo 
lumps of clay and flatten 
them, Press them on either 
side ofthe head, 

Step 12 (fig 12) - To 
make umbrella ~ make a 
fat, circulardome. Pass a 
big bamboo stick through 
the head, belly and seat 
vertically in the centre. 
Make sure that the stick is 
raised at least 2" above the 
head. Now fix the umbrella 
dome overit. 

Step 13 - Make the 


backside of the ‘Ganesha’ 





smooth by applyinga litle more 


clay ie 
Step 14- Draw theeyeson = 
cither side of the trunk with a 


stick. Later itcan be painted, 








Step 15-To make the tusk -Re- |! 
move the black part (head) of the oe) 
match stick, Take one stick and eut 





into 2 pieces, Slightly twist one end 


‘ofeach piece tomake the tusk. The |/S 
other match stick remains blunt. 
"Now pierce each of them inside the 














hhead on either side ofthe trunk, 

Step 16 (fig 13 & fig 14) - To make the mouse ~ 
Make two egg shaped balls, one big forthe body and an- 
other for the head, Pierce a stick through the centre of the 
body and make it protruding so that the egg shaped head 
can be fixed on that piece of stick. 

Step 17 (fig 18) - Draw eyes and make two small 
ears (flat) and fix them vertically on either side of the 
‘mouse’s head. Make a long and slender tail and fix one 
end to the back of the mouse, 

Dry the models under shade for a day and then paint 
and decorate them as you like. 

Note: Ifclay is not available you can make the dough 
by mixing one cup rice flour with one cup of maida and 
tsp turmeric powder. along with water, 
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P. Sai Deepak, 
Sul VI, 
Sainik 
School, 
Korukonda 
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THE SUIT OF ARMOUR = fetiiee™ 











ma enue 
ma-veeestune || a sen 














TOUFASEALIFIMOBEDN 
WEARING THAT ARMOUR, 
P| iwouowave seen 
POUNDEDTOAPULP 
SOGETOUTI 


WT YOURLFEFORYOUR 
Four! 








TWUSTCOTO BEAL AND 
TELLHMABOUT TAS, 
OMY HE CANGeT 





0 TME YOUNG MAN WENT FOBREAL AND TLD 
HY ALLTHATHAD RAPPENED, 


es ee 
p = S 
MW 
Sin ay 
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A{ STEN! TOMORROW YOUWIL 
COME TOTHEPAACE GARDEN 
ga WEARING ANOTHER. 
eh 
wha 4 
“19 4 
AE ; 





THE YOUNG VANDEFENDED HMSELF SO SHLRLY. THAFTHE MUSCLE MENREDIN TERROR. 
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Shorts talk 


Trailblazer of Indian 
Women’s Tennis ~ young 
Sania Mirza shares some 
interesting facts about 
herself 
15-11-1986 


Mumbai 


Date of birth: 
Place of birth 


Sibling 
aged 9, 


Younger sister 

med Anam 
Name of school 
School 


Nasr 


Most memorable event in 
school: Victory 
celebrations in school 
after winning Wimbledon 


Role model: Steffi 
Hobbies: Swimm 


raf 
» Music and Movies 


Exira-curricular activities : No time for 
anything else! 


First international tournament: TTF 
‘Tournament in November 1999 in 
Islamabad, Pakistan 

Most respected person(s): My Parents 
The Almighty 
Food habits: Hove non-vege 

food three times a day! 


Secret of success 


Future aims’goals: To be in the top 20 
professional tennis players of the 
world and to bring honour to my 
country 

Dream: To win the Women’s Singles 
title at Wimbledon! 


Miss Nishi 
English 
Natasha 


teacher: 
subject 
frend: 

sport (other 
than tennis): 
film star: 


‘Swimming and Cricket 
Hugh Grant, Akshay Kumar 
Eminem 

hardly read 

Salwar kameez 


singer 
book: 
dress 











1 guidance... 





"THE CUSTOMER 


“The Customer is King!” said 
Mahatma Gandhi, Time has only 
‘compounded the importance ofthis phrase 

‘Today, the service components playing 
‘avery important role in people preferring 
‘one product/service to another. customer 
focused atitude, building rapport with the 
‘customers, questioning, listening and 
confirming in order to determine customer 
needs etc., are all essential to retain 
customers, It'snot surprising then thatthe 
customer service industry is flourishing 
today and promises a good future. Yes, the 
customer is king. 

‘The technological revolution has further 
given rise to careers that combine 
technology and service; careers commonly 
called Information Technology Enabled 

Services or ITES. 





What can Si Somes 
ld, punrass 
er dou me Help Desk etc. 





Career growth 
Growth from acall centre agent to the 
next level, thats, a call centre supervisor, 
takes about three to four years 
depending on your ability and 
performance. Performance is 
‘measured on the basi ofthe time you 
take to satisfy the customer, your 
ability to analyse and understand the 


IS KING" 


are careers that fall under this category. 
Inthis issue we will focus on call centres, 


What is a call centre? 

As the name suggests, a call centre is 
central place where assistance or support 
isgiventocustomersusing telephone, email 
‘or web based chat. 

Call centres exist in all sectors 
of business including banking, 
pharmaceuticals, catalogue sales, order 
desk, customer service, technical queries 
(help desk), credit collections, airine/hotet 
reservations ete. The wide area of services 
provided by the call centres makes it a 
lucrative career with a range of 
‘opportunites. 

What does a career as a call centre 
executive involve? 

Answering customer cals, taking down 
details ofthe caller's query , providing the 
‘customer with appropriate information etc 
are activities that you would be required 

todoasa call centre agent. 











offered by careersindia 









problem of your customers and the 
‘courtesy extended tothe customers. Asa 


supervisor, you willbe put in charge of a 
team of call centre agents and would be 
responsible for overseeing their 
performance and tasks. Futher up the 
ladder, you could becomea manager ina 
call centre! 





Qualifications required 

Graduates are usually preferred. There 
are no specific educational qualifications 
required. 


Institutes offering training 

There are no degrees or diplomas 
awarded to the students. However, there 
are a lot of institutes which train students 
for 2/3 months long courses, apart from 
the major call centres which reeruit people 
and then train them, themselves. 


‘Training offered 

‘Adequate training is offered in 

accent training 

‘listening skills 

‘telephone etiquette 

ustomer, relationship management 
© thorough knowledge about the 

product or service of the company, so.as 





al with the customer 
complaints 


Skills required 

‘Communication and listening skills 

© Good command over the English 
Language. 

© Knowledge of computers and 
typing speed. 

© Patience and politeness while 
<deating with customers especially 
irate ones! 

© Pleasing manners. 

© Ability comprehend customers’ 
problems. 

© Analytical ability before providing 
solution, 

© Tothink on your feet! 


The Nip side 

Due todifferent time zones, asa Call 
Centre agent, you may be required to work 
at odd hoursand work shifts, work long 
hours and on weekends. 


Scope 
There is great scope for Call Centre 
agents in India. The large population of 
educated English speaking people and 
comparitvely low costs are the causes for 
the mushrooming of call centres in India, 








smooth: Nursing 
Feed back 
aehulom@coreersindl 
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serial 





So far... 


Fourteen year old Ritvi is 
returning home by train from 
Dethi to Bangalore after 
winning the rolling trophy in the 
Final of the Alll India Throwball 
Championship. In the train she 
remembers and misses her 
loving grandfather Achappa. 
She gets a scare in the middle 
of the night and recalls her 
grandfather's advice to her to 
be brave and his experience 
in catching a 
thief when he 


















E. was young. 
Grandpa's 
\, story runs 


through her 
mind as she 
falls asleep... 





he dawn was breaking. The 
eastern sky began to change 

its dark complexion into a light 
orange. The birds 
began to chirp and 
the crows began 
to fly about. The 
bats kept flying 
in and out, the 
monkeys continued 
to maul at the thief 
who was. sitting 
feeling helpless and 
trembling just like 
the leaves of the || 
tree in the morning 
breeze. | 

The ladder and a 
rope were brought 
Then, Achappa climbed 
the ladder with the rope 
tied around his waist. The 
thief slowly came out of his 


hiding. 
ey Ramu!”, everyone 
said in unison. “How 
dare you rob your own 
villagers?” Ramu’s father started 
to cry and apologized profusely to 
the crowd.He took a long stick 
and ran towards the ladder 










3 


Geeta Ramanujam 


furiously. * I will kill him today. Ido “Throw away your knife!” 
not want a son like this!", he cried. Achappa commanded the thief, 
Ramu immediately put the knife 
down and it fell with a clang onto 
the ground below. 

Ramu came down slowly from the 
branches. Achappa lent him a hand, 
and together, they climbed down. 






















66 Pont let him run away!” said 
Dir cs man Hearing this, the 
men in the village came up to 
the ladder and waited for 
Ramu to step down. 
Ramu came down 
with a frightened look 
‘on his face and fell 
at Achappa's feet 
begging for 
forgiveness. 
By this time, 
the villagers 
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were ready to vent their anger on 
Ramu, for robbing them of a good 
night's sleep. 

Achappa persuaded the others to 
step back. To cut the story short, 
‘Achappa being a kindhearted man, 
let Ramu go, advising him to lead 
an honest life. 

chappa missed his sister a lot 
Avand perhaps those were the 
times when he would tell Ritvi his 
experiences like a story. 

Every evening after 9 p.m was 
story time at home. Achappa 
would help his daughter Lakshmi 
clean the kitchen and cut the 
vegetables for the morning 
Lakshmi would then sit with school 
work and corrections whilst 
Grandpa cut fruits and boiled the 
milk for everyone. Ritvi loved the 
way Achappa poured the milk for 
everyone, with a lot of foam on 
top and just right to drink. He 
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would then wash the glasses and 
lock the doors and sit with Ritvi. 
He would hear all about her day 
at school and then Grandpa would 
tell her a story, sometimes 
connected to what she said and 
at other times something he had 
heard from his grandfather or 
something he had read that day. 
Ritvi would slowly fall asleep as 
Achappa stroked her gently. 

‘Sometimes, she would sleep in 
the same room as Achappa’s, but 
most of the time she would return 
to her room. Lakshmi and her 
daughter shared one room whilst 
Achappa had a room to himself, 
which also served as a mini library, 
stacked with books from wall to 
wall. 

Ritvi would hear Grandpa 
locking the gate and the doors, 
while she went off to sleep. 





itvi woke up from her dream, 
when the train reached 
Bangalore station. Achappa who was 
waiting for his granddaughter, 
hugged Ritvi as she got down 
from her compartment. He 
was overwhelmed to see the 
cup and hugged her again. 
He slowly walked along with 
her and only when they got 
into the taxi, he began to ask 
her questions. It was now 
Ritvi's turn to narrate her 
experiences both on the field and 
on the train. 
It took nearly an hour to reach 
home and Lakshmi was just about 


to leave for school, when Ritvi 
arrived with the cup. Tears welled 
up in her eyes when she saw her 








daughter 
‘come running 
through the 
gate with the 
cup in her hand. How she wished 
that Ritvi’s father could have been 
there at this moment. But it was 
just a fleeting thought. She 
welcomed Ritvi with open arms, 
apologising for the fact that 
she had to leave for school at 
once. 


chappa wasted no time in 
serving breakfast for Ritvi and 
making a nice hot cup of coffee 
for her. 
“You know Achappa, I never 
tasted such good coffee anywhere 


swer to 
Sands" featured 


‘No one is hungry in 


w 


in Delhi” she said. “Now,now, 
don't think you can escape with 
that remark! Someday you ought 
to learn how to make tea and 
coffee yourself, Ritu,” teased 
Achappa 


“ye think I can't even 


make tea? Just wait! 
Next week is Amma's 
birthday and | am going to 
surprise her by cooking for 
77 her in the morning.” 

Grandpa pretended not to 

look at her and was smiling 
within himself to think of Ritvi 
in the kitchen, “Achappa, are you 
listening?”, asked Ritvi 

“Yes, yes, and what do you 
intend cooking? 

“Some sweet for Amma, maybe 
some Payasam to begin with.” 

“Let me teach you to make some 
tea first and then you can make 





ready?” he asked, giving an apron 
to Ritvi. 

“Oh! I would love to wear that” 
replied Ritvi and got ready for her 
first cookery lesson. 

To be continued... 





the “Riddle of tthe 















B. Ashw 
std 11, Carmel School, 
Bangalore 






G. Shriram Std. VIL, 
Manjunath Vidyalaya, 
Dombivli (E) 








Madhusudhan V. Rao 
Std. IV, Maharshi Public School, 
Mysore =p : 
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grandma worm 























Though I am good in English, 
sometimes, I make spelling 






S. Nisha, 
Arakkonam 4° 


Dear Nisha. 

Tam not 
prised that you 
sometimes make 
spelling mistakes, 
though you are good 
at English. There is a 
lot of difference be- 
tween spoken and written 
English, Words with the same pro- 
nunciation have different spellings 
and meanings, The best way to im- 
prove your spelling is to write the 
mis - spelt words again and again. 
Whenever you come across a new 
word refer to the dictionary for cor- 
rect pronunciations and meaning. 
Then write the word atleast ten 
times. Pretty soon you'll find that 
your essays have no spelling mis- 


takes, not even one! 


wl 











Most of my friends study early in 
the morning. But I cannot help sleep- 


- |"Early to bed and 
| early to rise... 





ing at that time. What do 
you suggest? 


“yz R. Deepa, 
Jamshedpur 

re Dear Deepa, 
A Perhaps you 
2 switch off the alarm 


clock and go to sleep 
again! Children like 
you need 7% to 8 hours 
ofsleep. Goto bed early, 
say, around 9:30 pm, You 
will be able to get up at 
Sam. Your breakfast can be 
heavy but your dinner should be 
light. Exercise is important. If you 
are not interested in out door 
games, take a brisk walk for 30 to 
40 minutes in the evenings, This 
will help you to have a sound sleep 





Answers te Puggles on 


pages 20 & 21 
|. HIDDEN NAMES 


Tele lele 5 


|, IDENTICAL BUT NOT TWINS 


__ They were two of triplets or quadru- 


ples! 


MIA CHALLENGE! 





le 2a 3-f 4b Sd 6 
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and you will be active from the 
minute you wake uj 








I shall be writing my public exams 

very soon. My parents insist on re- 

moving the cable connection for our 

T.V. | feel very bad about it. What 
am I to do? 

Charanya, 

Vellore 


Dear Charanya, 

It is better to see your favourite 
TV programme for a few minutes 
and then concentrate on your stud- 
ies. Otherwise you will be thinking 
of what you missed on TV instead 
of absorbing the lessons that you 
read. Talk to your parents. Prom- 
ise them that you will watch TV 





only for halfan hour a day and that 
100 your favourite programme, I'm 
sure they will understand. 


Love, 
Grandmaworm 





GOKULAM 


The magazine for children 


























Gift your friend a 
Gokulam subscription. 
Get your gift in return. 


Thereby introduce Gokulam to my friend 
. L have enclosed Rs.72/- (by DD / 
MO / Cheque*, favouring Gokulam) towards an annual subscription 





in his / her name. Please send him / her Gokulam for one year. 
Kindly extend my subscription period by another three months as 


a gift to me from you. 











Regards, 
(Signature) 
Your friend Yourself 
Name Nome 
Address : Address 











Subscription No 





To 
The Circulation Manager 

GOKULAM 
‘Kalki Buildings’, 47-NP, Jowoharlal Nehru Road, Ekkoduthangal 
Chennai - 600 097. E-mail = subscription @kalkiweekly.com 





bravest among the braves 





THE 


GEORGE CROSS 


“The varied stirring episodes 





when re-called to memory, 


seem like a picture gallery in the chambers of the mind, in the 
dome of thought and the palace of the soul.” 


‘Throughout the military history of the 
world, names of Britishers have carved 





themselves special place. The Britishers 
‘were second to none in appreciating and 
decorating the gallant soldiers for their out- 
standing performance inthe batleiclds 

We have already read about the dar- 
ing exploits of some of the Vietoria Cross 
winners of the Indian army over the past 
two issues, 

Another prestighous award instituted 
by the British is the GEORGE CROSS, 
commissioned by a 
Royal Warrant dated 
24th September 
1940. 

‘Among the many 
acts of gallantry of 
the Indian troops in 
the batlesin tay dur- 
ing World Warll, one 
calls for particular 
mention. 

On February 24, 
1944, SUBEDAR SUBRAMANIAN of 
Queen Vietoria’s own Madras Sappers 
id Miners won the first George cross 
posthumously. 
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+ Subedar Subramanian 


Subramanian wasa nativeof the North 
Arcot District of Tamil Nadu. This dis- 
trict was named as ‘Punjab of Tamil Nadu’ 
by General S.M.Svinagesh for its contri- 
bution to the Indian Army, 

Preparations were on forthe atta 
CASSINO, The II Field Company 
employed in the clearance of land mines, 
Subedar Subramanian was busy carrying 
‘out his task. Along witha British officer 
and a few other fine Sappers, 
Subramanian waseleating a path through 
amine field. This task 
wasbeing earried out in 
order to extricate an- 
other British officer fiom 
the hands of the enemy, 

While Subramanian 
andhis fellow comrades 
‘were engaged in th 
operation, one of the 
Sappers, Lance Naick 
Sigamani accidentally 
trod on a shrapnel 







































* Shrapnel mine - a device packed with 
‘rusty pieces of meta, buried immediately un 
der the surface of battle fils and set t0 go 


offunder pressure, 





om 

Inthe four seconds which elapsed 
before the mine would detonate, 
Subramanian made his decision! 
‘Subramanian actually threw himself on 
the mine, The mine exploded. 
‘Subramanian died within a few minutes: 
succumbing to severe injuries. He had 
sacrificed his life to save the other men 





MLR, Raja 





in his party, His immediate action of 


placing his own body on top of the mine 
had saved the lives of the rest, 

The George Cross was awarded to 
the widow of Subedar 
Subramanian at Delhi by the: 
then Viceroy Lord Wavell in 
the presence of Commander 
in-Chief Field Marshall 
Auchinluck. The citation said 
“an act of unsurpassed 
bravery to save the 





















THE GEORGE CROSS DECORATION 


The decoration consists ofa plain cross with 
four equal imbs wth circular medalion depicting 
St, George and the Dragon, surrounded by the in 
scription For Gallantry’. In the angle of each limb, is 








R. Surendran 


instituted during World War I, 
During the conquest of Burn 
Madras Sappers were on 
fore. They played a prime tole in crossing 
the Irrawadi river in order to capture 
Rangoon. The brilliant feat of Lieutenant 
MAR, Rajwade in 
head” acto: 
a Military Cross, 
India’s first Field Marshall Sam. 
Manekshaw (then a captain) was also a 
recipient of the Military Cross during 
World War Il. 












eliriver, eared him 








Bridge Head -u vantage position taken 
by a person or persons across river. From 
this postion the person (or persons) keeps the 
enemy at bay and facilitates his other 
comriules to eross the bridge. 


the royal cipher ‘G.VI" 





his comrades..." 


THE MILITARY 
CROSS 


The Military Crossis yetan- 
other distinguished decoration | 











1 


The reverse is plain and 
bears the namo of the re- 
cipient and the date of 
award. 

The cross itself hangs 
by a ring from a silver bar 
adorned with aurel leaves. 
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crossword contest entry-7 





IN THE LAND 
OF MAGIC 
























ACROSS 
1. The flying Ford Anglia is 
ry Ss petowl 
7. Peter Pettigrew’s Anin 
9, Professor Lupin’s 





new pet is an. 
¢ First Task; to collect the 











bom, 
ptain of Gryffindor 


uration Teacher, initials 
only 

team seeker. 

16. The Weasley | 
twvins best friend. 
DOWN 

2. The giant spider 
inthe Forbidden Forest. 











ANSWERS ACROSS: |.Car 6. Hedwig 7.Rat 9. Moon 10.Krum 14, Ogg 15.Malfoy 16.Lee 


le 11. Wood 





DOWN: 2. Aragog 3. Dean 4. Owl 5. Ege 8. Mu 


12.MMG (Minerva McGonagal 





HARRY 
POTTER 


Order of the Phoenix 
Book Review 

Yes! J.K. Rowling has yet again 
proved her ability to capture us and 
take us into the enchanted world of 
Hogwarts. This story is full of sus- 
pense and secrets which is electrifying. 
Harry now gets to be in touch with the magical world outside 
his usual areas of Hogwarts and Diagonalley. In this book the 
importance is given to dangers and plots than to Harry's school 
life. | feel the same as Harry when he awaits his 0.W.L. ex- 
ams, and |, my 10th public exam. A little lack of humour from 
the author may be attributed to the seriousness of Voldemort’s, 
return or may be its just because Harry has grown up. Fred 
and George Weasely's way of handling the new dictator like - 
Headmistress is quite humorous and the readers feel that, the 
cruel lady rightly deserved it. Sirius Black's death did not seem 
to be a great tragic loss, but | felt very sad when Dumbledore 
left the schoo! for Harry's sake. It was very disappointing to 
me when Harry was not made a prefect but | was satisfied 
when the plausible reason came at last from Dumbledore. This 
book could be a little shorter as there are chapters which are 
not so relevant. However, this book can capture any heart. | 
‘was disappointed that Harry's exam results could not be pub- 
lished which makes me long for the next book. Oh! Harry, 
how | want to be in Hogwarts! 





= M.A. Uttara, 
‘Std X, T.V.S. Lakshmi Matric School, 
Madurai. 
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Tnthismodem age of science, all of us 
know that ghosts and evil spirits do not 
exist. They are just fiction. Inearler times 
people used to frighten their children say~ 


_ HARRY POTTER TWO - PART CONTEST 
| THES LUCKY WINNERS ARE: 
41). Vandana, Salem, TN 
| 2)R. Balj, Tivandrum, Kerala 
8) Suraj Monanan,Trombay, Mumbai 
~ CONGRATULATIONS! 
_ But others don't lose heart, you 
‘stil have a chance in the HP short 
contest! 
]KULAM thanks ODYSSEY, 
LEISURE STORE, CHENNAI for 
rng the prizes. The winners 
‘will get their gifts soon, 






















ANNOUNCING THE RESULTS OF THE MUCH AWAITED se 


= 


GHOSTS AND EVIL SPIRITS 
Do they really exist? 


ing that if they were naughty, 
then ghosts would come and 
ceatthem up. This washow rumours 
about ghosts began to spread, 


The families of olden days were 
very superstitious about some un- 
known evil power. They followed 
‘many rituals to protect themselves fom 
these supematural bad powers. Quit 
quently, newspapers published unreliable 
stories on the existence of ghostsand evil 
spirits. Then, people began to claim that 
they had seen ghosts, thus, sprea 
‘rumours, to frighten others, 








‘Today, scientists have given another 
explanation for this. They say that itis due 
toillusion or hallucination, Hallucination 





‘means hearing scary voices and 
ing scary faces that others do not 
sec orhear. People take these scary 
faces to be ghosts! 

Scientists have therefore con- 
cluded that ghosts and evil spirits 
acon illusions or hallucinations of 
the mind. They therefore, do not 
have real existence. 

What do youthink? 


-Ananya Bora 

















Std VIII, VKU, 
Ita Nagar, Arunachal Pradesh 
Dear Ananya, Please send us your 


residential address 


~ 


























Do you know anyone who eats a 
Jot? May be you do, but surely you 
‘wouldn't have seen a person eat food 
‘equal to half his weight, would you? 

Bird kids do that everyday! To take 
care of the enormous appetites of their 
young, the parents gather food all day = 
insects, fruits, seeds 

For very young birds, the parents 
often have to digest the food in their 


crops (stomachs) and give the half- 





digested food to the young birds! 

With their natura spoons, their beaks, 
the parents put the food deep into the 
‘open mouths of the kids, When the kids 
feel flltheirthroat muselessay ‘enough’, 
by refusing to swallow any more! Once 
that happens, the parent carefully pulls 





ut the remaining food in the mouth and 
puts it into other hungry mouths! 


- Cynthia Kingston 


viewpoint 








MODERNIZATION 
- BOON OR BANE? 





Think modernization has its own ad- 
-sand disadvantages. The devel- 
‘opment of computers has resulted in our 
ying games, chatting, sending mails 
quickly and easily earning many things 
we use the developments carefully, 
itwill definitely bea boon tous, 
Divya Murali, Std VI, 
Our Own English School, Sharjah 


Modernization is a bane. thas af 
fected all round development of children 
Computer games, insemet chatand watch 
ing serials on television are the unwanted, 
uuneducative aspeetso of modernization 
Reading habit has also declined, 

=D.Mohan Arvind 
Std X, Devi Academy, Chennai 
































Tihink modernization isa boon, In- 
formation can be sent to any part of the 
‘world within seconds by means of satel- 
lite communication .Aeroplaneshave made 
travelling across the world very easy 
and very fast. Medical advancements have 
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been tremendous, saving many lives, Mod 
‘em equipment and technologies come in 
very useful during natural calamities, 

- Vikash, Std VI, PSBB, Chennai 


In my view, modernization is a 
boon. This is the age of science. Life 
is made comfortable by various inven- 
tions. The world has come closer 
through telephones and internet, Com- 
puters have revolutionised the world, 

~ Amani, Std X, 
‘autani High School, Hyderabad 


A country stands tall only on account 
ofits economic growth, This can be made 
possibleonly by modsmization in all walks 
ofl. Thats the only way to attain over- 














all growth and become a developed coun- 
tty. Modernization is indeed a boon. 

~A. Mani Prasad 

Std X, K.V, Madurai 


Modernization has corrupted our 





‘world, Itisresponsible 
for several ill-affecting 
changes that have 
cereptinto our society. It 
hasaffected, indirectly 
‘our traditions. The old 
and beautiful villages, 
nestled in the Himalayas, 
‘once famous for their artistic crafts, paint- 
ings and woollen products are now chang- 
ing into bustling towns, withthe environ- 
ment completely spoilt. Despite a lot of 












Modernization 
hasbeen very useful t0 
us, The discovery of 
vaccines in the field of 
medicine has helped 
in eradication of dis 
ceases, Surgeries too 
‘are being done with 
the latest techniques. Transport has be- 
come fast and easy. Computers have 
helped us keep in touch with the 
world, 








progress in our way of life, modernization Durga Raghavendran 

has distanced us from nature Std VIL, Shri Nehru Vidyalaya, 
- Abhirup Sen, Std X, Kolkata Coimbatore 
QUESTION FORTHIS MONTH 








denying these allegations. 
Whatever be the 
these drinks have b 






JOULD AERATED DRINKS BE BANNEL 
The Centre for Science and Environment 
conducted a study of the products of Coke and 
Pepsi and found huge amounts of harmful pesticide 
idue in them. Both Pepsi and Coke are strong 


point of argument, the fact that 
ma favourite among children 





cannot be denied. This being so, the finding has sent shock waves throughout the 
above country, especially among children! 





So, what do you, responsible readers of Gokulam, have to say about this 
controversy? Should these aerated drinks be banned in India? or not? Ed. 
Dear children, 


Please send in your views for or against the above topic. It should be short and crisp 
(50 - 60 words only), Each entry published will receive a special remuneration of 
Rs.25/-, Send in your views quickly, givingall details about yourself. Editor 
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Shashi reports... 














Spa cron ges bana 


Mr. RLV. Ramani, a 
documentary film 
maker and cinematog- 
rapher. Mr, Ramani 
screened a film titled 
ince engay’. The film 
portrayed the lives of 
the shadow puppe- 
teers of South India 
and was dedicated 
to theart of movi 


Shadow puppeteers 
were the original film 
makers who created the 
first moving images on 
nn! They led a no- 
madic life, travelling, 





camping, setting up PPPS aes on We pote ang 

sereens and performing stories from 

the Ramayana, Mahabharata and other images, its original practitioners and 

uranic tales their community, Mr. Ramani added 
Thad an opportunity recently, to at- more lif to his film by actually inviting 

tend a Shadow Puppet Theatre Fes-  puppeteers trom the rural south to 


tival held in Chennai, organised by showcase their talents in this festival. 


Shadow Puppetry is 
just like a movie, It has 
moving figures, a story, 
dialogues and songs, 

] 











The aim was to pro- 
vide motivation and 
recognition tor t 
ists, 





T met up with 
wo of these artists- 
Lakshman Rao, 


teer from the south and Swapma 
Sen, a contemporary puppeteer trom 
West Bengal. Listen to what each of 
them had to say. 


Lakshman Rao: 


“We have come from Kovilpatti 
Tirunelveli district in Tamilnadu. But. we 
originally belong to Maharashtra from, 
wher 





generations ago, our forefathers 
came and settled down here. Today, 
there are only about 10-15 families 
practising this art! In Tamil itis called 
Thal Paava Koothu’, “Thol x 
et, ‘Pava Korine’ meaning 
ingdolls. 

‘My family is my troupe. It includes 
my mother Pappathi Ammal. who isan 








nin; 





dane- 








la 


+ the 
‘traditional puppe- m0 Sig Behind the sen, 


rae OY tt 0 story, 


years old, also join me. 





We put up shows during festivals 
and otherimportant functions held in 
our village. We tie a white cloth as 
ht light 
shines on, usually a Petromax’ light, 
Now of course we use electric bulbs! 





screen. behind which, a bri 





The white screen gets lighted up 
There is a bamboo pole that runs 
across the length of the sereen from 
behind. [sit behind the screen and rest 
the puppet figures (mounted on their 
sticks) on the pole and manipulate 
them, 
shadow of the puppets on the seree 
Usually, the man sitting behind the 
n only tells the story. either in 
the form of songs or diale 
The spe sit facing the 
audience and start sin 


This way the audience sees th 














rs inthe 








or playing 








” 


jo 








their instruments.as the situation de- 
mands. 


We usually stage stories from 
the puranas but with changing times, 
We now show stories about mod- 
er day problems. In those days, 
there used to be a good demand for 
‘our shows, but the television has 





all but destroyed us and our art 


‘Lakshman Fi 


= ing cg 


ond Se 

‘The puppet figures have been 
handed down for generations but 
when they get torn, we have to 
‘make new ones each costing around 
Rs.300/-, We barely manage to cke 
out our living. We have to take up 
other vocations like selling balloons 
etc., during lean periods, when we 
don’t have shows to put up. Some 
have totally left this art and taken 
‘up more lucrative livelihoods.” 








‘Swapna Sen: 


“Tam very happy to be in 
Chennai for this Puppet Theatre 


wae, Pappathi Arm! 
jutmneisheae 


Festival. | have conducted a lot of in- 
teractive shadow puppetry programes 
for school children in the rural districts 
of West Bengal. 





Our puppet figures are made of 
cloth, paper, wood ete, We don’t use 
Icather puppets. Usually our stories are 
modern and topical, Often, we have 
someone dress up in a special costume 

and mask and come in front of the 
audience, to make it more interest- 
ing! We also use recorded music 
as background score, unlike the 
traditional puppetcers, who have 
live music going on for then 
ther we speak the dialogues or 

they too are recorded. 
We call this art form 

‘Chaya Putul’ in Bengali, 

“Chaya” meaning shadow and 

‘Putul’ meaning dolls or pup- 

pets.” 




















DID YOU KNOW? 

Traditional shadow puppet figures 
are basically flat, 2dimensional and are 
‘made of animal skin, Goat skin is used 
for this purpose as itis thin and on be- 
jing beaten, easily made transluscent. 
Then the required figures are drawn on 
it and coloured. They are then cut to 
shape and perforated accordingly. This 
is to enable the light from behind to 
‘pass through more effectively and make 
the figures glow on the white screen, 
Split bamboo or cane sticks are at- 
tached vertically to the back of the pup- 
pet for easy handling and manipulation, 





Photographs: Sri Hari 
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news analysis 















REMEMBERING 
KALPANA CHAWLA 


‘Thousands of government employees 
inthe state of Tamilnadu are back at their 
desks, thanks tothe supreme court com- 
ing to their aid, asking the state govern- 
mento reinstate them. The exceptionsare 
1 few hundreds of employees against 
whom cases have been filed for having 
indulged in violence or intimidation. Butt 
story does notend there! The new TESMA 
or Tamilnadu Essential Services Ma 
nance Act is so severe that under cert 
sections in it, eases against top leaders of 
opposition partes have also been registered! 
‘The charge isthatthey instigated the strike! 




















One more Independence Day has 
‘come and gone. Our Prime Minister has 
once again promised many things to the 
people of this country like linking of rivers, 
33% reservation for women, etc 

What is more important is carrying out 
these promises and finding the funds for 
them. Unless the 
peace initiative to- 
wards Pakistan 
fq bears fruit, we will 
f)\ bespending more 

and more on de- 
fence and less 
and lesson dev 
‘opment activi- 


ties. 














= Reshma Sharma 


Remember Kalpana Chawla? The 
Tamilnadu government has instituted a 
bravery award inher name. The first brav- 
ery award went to Reshma Sharma of 
Chennai. She has been teaching women, 
defence tacties and has eared interna- 
tional recognition when she demonstrated 
in New York, how to protect oneself 
against hoodlum attacks. tis heart warm- 
10 note that Reshma Sharma has do- 
nated the entire award money of Rupees 

ive lakhsto the karate schoo! in which she 
learnt the art 





‘The Congress has given notice of a 
ro confidence motion against the ruling 
N.D.A. Parliament willsoon take itup for 
discussion followed by voting, 

The N.D.A. government will surely 
survive this attack since the B.J.P and 
itsallieshave a comfortable majority. But 
the aim of the Congress is not to topple 
the government, but to focus public 








tention on the seriousness ofits charge. 
The accusation is that there has been @ 
lot of kickbacks and corruption inthe pur- 
chase of defence equipments during the 
Kargil war. The government under the 
pretext of defence secracy refuses to 
give details of probes made by the cen- 
tral vigilance commission while the op- 
position insists that it should be made 
public 





mythology story 
ry. Anandhi Ramachandran ions: Lalitha, 




























































































[Days passed. Sugriva} 
waited patiently. One day... 





‘My God! Thatis 
blood owing outfrom 
the cave! One 


| s00m to be fost. 
Where can the 
‘entrance be? 





‘Sugriva waited a little 


[But, inside the cave, Val] 


Thave proved my 











| 






a. 
Please forgi 
you wore killed in battle. did not 
want Dundhubi to come 
back and cause havoc. You may 
‘once again rule your kingdom. 















and entered his kingdom, furious with rage, $$$ 


[Sugrival How dare you usurp my Kingdom? 
Run away from here or you'llbe killed. 


; 





‘But Vali would not listen to Sugriva, 
Sugriva was thrown out of the 


kingdom. Hanuman and 





‘other monkeys accompanied 





Sugriva to Risyamooka hills. It 





was here that Sugriva and 
Hanuman later met Rama and 
Lakshmana who had wandered 


there in their search for Sita, 
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experience 





WE WERE 
TERRIFIED! 


BIRTHDAY BLUES eave early next morning, The next 
day was my birthday. We got up early 

Wee were scheduled to leave for and left to catch the train, No one 
Varanasi by the Ganga-Kaveri Seemed to remember my birthday. 1 
Express that evening. But the train Was feeling terrible. Immediately af- 
was delayed and re-scheduled to tet we boarded the train, my mother 
wished me and gave me a new dress. 


tee My father too wished me and gave 
( me a big box of chocolates. My 
Cc - brother gave me a small casio. 









Inspite of so much hustle and 
bustle, they did remember my 
birthday after all! 


-M. Aruna, Bangalore 





when we heard a loud noise and 
sereams. We turned and 
RICKSHAW SCARE saw the rickshaw tilted 
Twas then in 1Vth std, fused to goto 2nd fallen. upside down, 
school by rickshaw with some of my ly,the man wasnot 4 
friends, We had to pass a hil hurt badly. We were all 
ing road to reach school, One y, Very frightened and terri- 7 
iy best friend Kalpreet and I were by this experi 
cracking jokes and chatting while 
we were going to school by rick- 
shaw. As we were going uphill, the 
rickshaw man asked the five of us 
to get down and walk ahead up 
the slope while he pulled the 
empty rickshaw, So we got 
down and were walking up 


76 GOKUIAM September 2003 











and slop- 






















Fatima High School, 
Ambernath 


activities 





DO AND 
ones, ENJOY! 


KI 
WA HY 


ZT SDK \ | ey 
Baesp 0 Gl 
ganee 








story 








MY TALKING 


Teas the first time I was travelling 
alone by train and I was quite excited! 


Thad Rs.100 with me, As the train 
left the station, I took a look at my 
belongings, a shoulder-bag and my pet 
kitten in a cardboard bos, then glanc 











at my co-passengers and 1 saw a fat 
‘woman, a bald man and a shabby looking 
villager 


Just then the lady began, Child, what 
do you have in that box? A cat?” 

Feeling uneasy, answered, “Well, no. 
Risakitten.” 

To this, the bald man commented, 
“Oh, no! hope itis not black in colour. I 
am allergic to black c 

Feeling extremely irritated, I replied 
curtly, "No, it is not black... It is jet 
black!” 

I waited for the villager 
tosay something forhis 
share but he kept mum, 
It was the lady 
again, “Just wait for 
the Train Ticket 
Examiner to come, 
Don't you know that 
neither cats nor 
kittens are allowed 
onatrain? And thi 
too jet-black on 
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KITTEN 


AUthis momenta distinet voice was 
heard, It seemed to come from my 
box. “Hey, so what ifeats are notallowed 
‘on trains? You mind your own 
business.” 

| was surprised. The others were badly 
shaken, Was itreally my kitten? 





A sharp voice shook me out of my 
thoughts. It was the TTE who had come 
for our tickets. As I had expected, the 
villains (as I called the bald fellowand the 
‘woman) complained about a ticketless 
and rude kitten being carried by me, The 








{bravely told him that I was unaware 
ofthe ruleand Loffered to buy aticket for 
my kitten, But the TTE was adamant and 
sed to give me aticket, He threatened 
that he Would throw my kitty through the 









You better give the 
ticket right away or 
my claws wil be on 





window atthe very next station. 

‘That's when it happened again! My 
kitten spoke once more, “You better give 
the ticket right away or my claws will be 
on yourarm. 

‘The TTE wa 








taken aback. He told 
‘me hata ticket for theanimal would cost 
Rs.130, [told him that f was short of 
Rs.50. The villager, who had been silently 
observing all that had happened, offered 
to pay Rs.50 for me but good manners 
‘male me refuse the amount. 

Kitty butted in again, this time at me, 
ou better take the money that man 
ing youand buy a ful ticket for me, 
Ibelongto a royal family of eats and I do 
not travel free.” had no choice. I thanked 
the villager and paid the TE. 














‘The rest of the journey was quiet. 1 
‘was filled with aweabout my talking kitten 
and wonder for the shabby, unkempt 
villager who, a total stranger, had been 
kind enough to offer Rs.50 to me! 


At last, the train drew up at my 
station. [thanked the villager once 
and asked for his address and phone- 
number, for I intended to return his 
money when I reached home. 

1 was surprised that this man, who 
seemed uneducated, hada visiting cand! 
He gave me one and I just put it into 
my pocket 











T narrated the whole incident to dad 
who had been waiting for me and 
handed him the visiting card, 

Dad read it and said, “I don’t think 
we will be able to pay him back!” 
Shocked, I replied, “But dad, 
promised...” 

“It’s not the money”, replied Dad. 
“There is no address given on this 
card. It simply reads, Popat Lal, 
Ventriloquist.” 








B.Vaishali, Std X, 
St-Teresa’s Convent, Mumbai 
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THE Show Is AT HALE 
‘PAST Five. BEREADY!| 
‘YoU AND GINGER, 
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Soroban Educa’ 
Mental Arithmetic System 








Explores Child's Talent” 


Are you READY to Bring-up 


Your child a GENIUS z 


World Wondering Japanese Abacus - 
Mental Arithmetic Education for 
All Age Group from 4 years old Onwards 


‘sums in seconds with in’3 months of Abacus Practice 
24474549 =? 35+63-27-36¢81 =? 
36x9 =? 9917 =? 2743-7 63+9=7 
Develops overall Academic Talent - even the 
same child will do this sum in seconds 
at the end of the Course Le. Master Level 
(8759045698 + 9056489967) + (94786 x 0.09835) - 
0.03467589) + 30% =? 


Monthly Fee-Rs.250/- only 


MEAS makes youa BUST NESS SEAS with 
Less INVESTMENT to EARN MORE ? 
Invites School, Area, Master & Overseas Franchisee 


Conic! No. $45, 14° Stret, 4° Sector, KK Nagar, Chennai-600 078. 
Tol: $5392909, 55392919, 24730329, Fax-24700249, 
Emaikinfo@semasindia.com, www.semasindia.com 


We are @ Sencarpt 641066595, Subramam- 9840378099 Maipabtam- 72530870, 
Adama 55222460, KX Naga 5990919, Mugaopar-26269155, anganalr- 6841331, 
ache 22590245, Koaay- 09632206349, Thruchengade-M7E826553, Kalpalian-229682, Kancheepuram 28582, 
Karak 233280, Rasipuran-047 Murb-$820428957, Del 966809209, 
Master Franchisee: Tchy-S44511257, Madura 258444, Namal & Slen-O427-2448406,Pondichery- 7240835, 



































MENTAL ARITHMETIC 
(ABACUS LEARNING OP HIGHER ARITHMETIC) 
“ AJSTILIN® Cee NA# NOONE 8 HAYA @ CMAN # PPS # nue 


Ghalllenge 
The Calculator Y ferome 
Balance era 
The Brain South India 





Without Calculator Abacus, 
Pen and paper, 
your child can Salve 


+456 + 13-48 + S34 7 
x36 17x 15-7 
6288 + 24-13 x17=7 
in seconds 
7 Only 2 hours per week 
child shows growth in academies 
ratio 
71 Computes faster than a computer 


Would you the to become an ALOHA Franchisee? 


ALOHA MENTAL ARITHMETIC INDIA (A pWision ot Kx ACADEMY (Py L¥B>) 
‘Mala Road, R.A. Puram, Chen) = 600 028, Phone 2481321 68 Fax §2108090 


wna 4 4008 


Other Stries: Pondicherry 040370440, Bangalore  Pctynond Town 9946303006, Rank Noga? 

2 356128 loya Naga S045300980, S025 86, Naleawavam : SEASSB7S04, G84 12445, 
inden Nagar oe45aosee, 1612723, Kamenananan 31812723, 5430060, Fase’ Town 9848042790, 
250738" Basaveshwar Naga’ 2646042700, RT. Nagar GB4GT28425, Vivek Nagar" 568803, 
5850547; Macivor Town 9648082700 Hyderabad 7001954 





